
COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

January General Meeting Minutes (2022-2023)
Location: ZOOM

Tuesday, January 10, 2023
6:15PM to 7:30PM

1. Call to Order & Welcome
● Co-presidents Nydia Prishker and Leanne Gonzalez-Singer call meeting to order at 6:18

p.m with 46 participants (increased to 65 by the end of the meeting).
● Nydia asked if any required Spanish translations; Muna Heaven translated. Translation

was requested; Muna acted as Interpreter for the meeting. (there were technical
difficulties with Zoom connection, so we had to pause the meeting)

2. Approval of Minutes
● The link to minutes from last month’s meeting were in the Zoom chat for all those

present to review.
● Co-Recording Secretary, Laurie Brown Kindred, summarized the meeting minutes.
● Motion to approve minutes from December meeting and minutes were approved. 46

members participated, majority approved.

3. Treasurer’s Report
● As of close of business Monday, January 9th there is $73,182.37 in the PTA bank account. There

are $754.49 worth of pending charges.
● November Update

○ Statement Balance as of 11/01 = $80,708.42
○ Plus 30 Deposits and Other Credits = $9,543.99
○ Less 16 Checks and Other Debits = $20,076.48

■ $1097 - Grant to the Math Dept for 3-year school-wide software subscription
■ $462 - Patches for school uniforms
■ $200 - Grant to ELA Dept to replace books due to wear, loss during the

pandemic
■ $924.11 - Community Day Supplies
■ $10,439.75 - Uniform vendor

○ Statement Balance as of 11/30 = $70,175.93
● December Update

○ Statement Balance as of 12/01 = $70,175.93
○ Plus 17 Deposits and Other Credits = $7,310.84
○ Less 4 Checks and Other Debits = $7,114.17

■ $1000 - Donation to the teacher's holiday party
■ $548.28 - Robotics kits to support the CSS Robotics Club
■ $569.47 - Grant to Science Dept for hands-on lab materials
■ $4996.45 - Uniform vendor

○ Statement Balance as of 12/31 = $70,372.60
● If anyone would like to volunteer, please reach out!
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4. Principal Report & SLT
● Happy New Year!
● On behalf of the faculty, want to thank the PTA for supporting the holiday party, as well

as for the Holiday Gift Bags (esp the new staff weren’t expecting anything, some
● Special Project Meeting- January 9- updates on status of School Yard, Library,

Scaffolding, Boiler/Pool
○ School Yard has been making progress, and anticipating opening to be Oct/Nov

of 2023
○ Library is finished, waiting for furniture. Since delivery company can only deliver

during school hours, it will be scheduled over Mid-winter Break. P. Nelso
describes the library as a “digital library” with access to computers and to be
staffed by school tech support team; there will be no books.

○ Scaffolding - no update, will remain up for some time.
○ Boiler - moving to electric system, will go back to design; more details will be

provided from School Construction Authority (SCA)
○ Pool issues related to leaks and also to boiler; it is under a $2.2 M reconstruction

project with SCA but timeline is unclear
● Midterm/Regents Week- 1/24-27, No school on Monday, January 31-Chancellor’s

Professional Development day
○ Great time for teachers to get mid-year assessment
○ Many students who have to take Mid Regents

● Musical is back- Heathers- date is forthcoming
○ Students have been submitting form if they’d like to participate (on or off stage)
○ Prof Skilduff from 7th grade is leading the project

● Mr. John Auerbach (Philosophy/Latin) is on medical leave-we are seeking qualified
candidates for interim

○ If you know of anyone, please forward candidates.
● Ms. Andi Velasquez, College Counselor is on leave and will be back in late Spring. Ms.

Karime Robles is working in the role and will be meeting with the ninth and tenth grade
students, beginning the college and career planning process

○ Credentials listed in recent emails to the grades affected.
● Mr. Huttick is the new Dean, ryanhuttick@columbiasecondary.org

○ Will give a shout out shortly
○ Prof Huttick still co-teaching with Prof Reilly in 7th grade sections but will soon

have a new special education teacher to fill his space
● Athletics will be led by Harold Delucia & Natescha Workman
● SLT Meeting is 1/19/23-virtual

○ Info shared here, will be shared there
● Reminder: We are back to full uniform

○ Although in the winter months, please ask for students to be in full uniform.
● Parent Qs:
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○ Any update on cell phone policy for Middle School? Parents shared that it has
been difficult for social interactions when cell phones are allowed.

■ Dean Huttick and P Nelson will work together on a plan, on a more self
regulation and self management view, rather than punitive, with hopes to
report at the next PTA general meeting.

○ Starting with the spring semester, ALL 7th + 8th graders will be required to attend 9th
period FOUR days a week (up from 1 currently). There has been no explanation given to
parents and in fact, the only communication about the policy change has come from
Phoenix. Can we please discuss the reason for the change?

■ P Nelson just met with SONYC who felt it was necessary for 7th and 8th grade
students who were not taking advantage of extra academic support offered
during this time period. Can email Phoenix at SONYC if you desire for your child
to opt out. If your student is not enrolled in SONYC then there is no obligation to
attend.

5. Special Education at CSS - Assistant Principal (AP) Gordon
● According to NYC and federal laws, all students with disabilities who require special education

services have Individualized Education Programs (IEPs). The IEP contains specific information
about your child’s interest, strengths, needs, goals, and specially designed educational program.
It is a legal document that describes how the DOE (CSS) will provide your child with a “Free and
Appropriate Public Education” (FAPE) in the “Least Restrictive Environment” (LRE).

● Special Education is a service, not a placement. It’s specially designed instruction which is a
modification of content, methodology/delivery of instruction, and performance criteria; and/or a
related service necessary to access the general curriculum.

● The Special Education Team:
○ Assistant Principal Tricia Gordon - Supervisor of Special Education (IEPS, 504 Plans)
○ Prof Crawford - Special Ed Team Leader
○ Prof. McDonough - High Sch. STEM
○ Prof. Padayogdog Middle Sch. Math (ICT)
○ Prof. Hewitt - High Sch. STEM
○ Prof. James Middle Sch. Math
○ Prof. Huzzy - High Sch. Humanities
○ Prof. Emmanuel Middle Sch. Humanities
○ Prof. Seifert High Sch. Humanities
○ Prof. Kim Middle/High Sch. STEM
○ Prof. Frampton -High Sch. Humanities
○ Prof. Huttick - Middle Sch. Humanities
○ Prof. Martin -Middle Sch. Humanities
○ Prof. Gjikola - Middle Sch. STEM
○ Prof. Sorto - Middle Sch. Humanities

● Related Services/Paraprofessional Team at CSS who support students who need 1:1 support
○ Speech & Language - Lauren Romandetti & Ariel Persad
○ Counseling - Amanda Engelman (MS) & Elsa Cordoba (HS)
○ Paraprofessionals: Frankie Alston, Elssy Batista, Vylmary Bennet, Lenita Fletcher, Andre

Fredrick, Raymond Hernandez, Laquan Jackson, Joshua Jimenez, Darcelle Malloy, Faith
McFadden, Kislyannette Nova, Marleny Reyes, Rafael Quezada, Karina Rivas

■ Sometimes support groups of students or one on one with students.
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● Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) at CSS
○ A 12:1 ratio offered in middle school with one full-time special education teacher
○ Also have Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) in middle and high schools which enables

students with disabilities to be educated with General Education students
● You can access your child’s IEP by visiting the IEP tab of your NYC Schools Account (NYCSA).

Here you will find a summary of IEP recommendations, along with information about how to
support your child, and where and when your child is receiving recommended special education
programs and related services. For more information about NYSCA, visit NYC Schools
Account(Open external link). For guidance on creating an account, visit the NYCSA Account Set
Up Guide for Parents(Open external link).

○ IEP is reviewed annually and parent is invited to meet with your case manager, teacher
or team of teachers to make modifications, removal or addition of services

○ There is also a tri-annual (3 yr) mandated review with a school psychologist
● The IEP Process:

○ Making a Referral - If you want your child to be evaluated for special education services,
you must make a referral,

○ Evaluation - After you give consent, we have 60 calendar days to evaluate your child.
○ The IEP Meeting - Get information about the IEP meeting so you and your child will be

prepared.
○ The IEP - Once you have a meeting, you will be given your child's Individualized

Education Program (IEP), a written statement of our plan to provide your child with a Free
and Appropriate Public Education in their Least Restrictive Environment.

○ Family Resources - Upcoming events, workshops, and resources for families of children
with IEPs are available on the NYCDOE website

● AP Gordon also oversees the 504 Process
○ Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Open external link) requires public

schools to offer accommodations for eligible students with disabilities. These
accommodations help students with special health needs to participate in New York City
Department of Education (DOE) programs and activities on an equal basis with their
peers who do not have disabilities. Examples include asthma, diabetes, fracture, anxiety.

○ Eligibility for 504 accommodations requires a physical or mental impairment that
substantially limits at least one major life activity and requires medical evaluation; the
accommodation must be reviewed annually.

● Parent Qs:
○ Does CSS receive support for special education teachers based on the number of

students who require it? P. Nelson says yes. P. Nelson says that we have the budget for
it but not the available staff; we need more teachers. Parents encouraged to recommend
people to fill those new spots.

6. Fundraising
● Holiday Bake Sale - first bake sale of 2023 will be on January 20th! VOLUNTEERS &

DONATIONS NEEDED! Links & QR codes to follow
● Spirit Wear Sales - was yesterday and was VERY SUCCESSFUL & another coming up in

February! Look for the date in your CSS emails!
● Spring Fling is coming BACK! In-person social and online auction! How can you help?

○ Donate auction items or procure them with local businesses. Examples from the past
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are: camping site donated by Prof Hubbard, Broadway tickets, art pieces and classes,
yoga training and sessions, sports event tickets, NYC City Hall tour by Mark Levine,
Texas Beach Front Condo for up to 8 people, college admissions and career counseling

○ Help us find a cool and inexpensive (preferably free) venue to hold a social event (mid to
end of May) for about 100 people that allows us to bring in food & drinks

○ Look for future volunteer opportunities: decorations, entertainment (DJ), food & drink
donations, event night of (set up, door check, strike)

○ If you have a great idea for an auction item, please send it to
PTAfundraising@columbiasecondary.org.

● ONLINE FUNDRAISERS:
○ Farm to People is an online farmers market that sells locally grown and prepared foods;

use code FARMTOCSS so that portion of sales go to CSS PTA. See CSS family email
for details. https://farmtopeople.com/

○ Also participate in BOX TOPS!
● YEAR LONG FUNDRAISERS:

○ Dues Drive / Annual Appeal - under “Get Involved/Donate” on the website
○ Amazon Smile! - watch for the link in PTA Communications emails

7. CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!
● STILL NEED VP of Fundraising - the work can be mostly remote! Please email

CSSPTApresident@columbiasecondary.org if interested.
● We need volunteers for:

○ Holiday Bake Sale & Spirit Wear Sale - Friday, January 20th; the link & QR codes
for Sign-Up Genius were shared.

○ SPRING FLING -
■ If you have ideas for donation items email Nancy Fiaschetti at

lfiashetti2023_columbiasecondary.org. WE NEED DONATIONS!
■ If you have a great venue, please email Laurie Brown Kindred @

brownkindred@gmail.com
● WHY VOLUNTEER?

○ Raises for the money for the school
○ Allows us to continue CSS traditions; without volunteers, these events are at risk.
○ Builds community
○ Meet other parents
○ Your children appreciate it!
○ Low level commitment (an hour really makes a difference!)
○ IT’s FUN!

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS
● SLT Meeting: Thursday, January 19 at 5:30pm

○ Interested in observing the SLT Meeting? Meeting is public for anyone to observe. If
interested, you must email Parent Coordinator Isis Ramos the day before the meeting to
receive the Zoom invitation link.

● Parents Social – Come join the PTA at Harlem Tavern on Wednesday, January 18, 6:30-8:30P

9. C-30 Process Update:
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● Level 1 committee formed with parents, faculty and a CU representative and took place
at the end of November. Thanks to all parents who submitted interview questions for
use by this committee.

● The process is now in the Level 2 hiring process of District 5. There is no parent input at
this level.

● Per Chancellor’s regulations the time frame is 6 months from the date position posted for
the entire process.

● Process is confidential and committee members cannot reveal any information about
applicants or what occurred at the meeting.

11. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m. (65 in attendance)

NEXT PTA MEETINGS
February 7, 2023 6:15-7:30 P.M.
March 14, 2023 6:15-7:30 P.M.
April 18, 2023 6:15-7:30 P.M.
May 16, 2023 8:30-9:30 A.M.
June 13 , 2023 6:15-7:30 P.M.

Attachments:

● Slide Show

6



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

7



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

8



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

9



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

10



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

11



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

12



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

13



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

14



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

15



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

16



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

17



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

18



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

19



COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

20


